Victorian Retellings of Viking Mythology:
A Mythological Makeover
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Viking Age Voyages and Settled Areas (793 BC-1066 AD)

Areas of settlement: orange

Magnus Magnusson, Viking Hammer of the North 1976 (27)




Frigg, Pérr, and Odinn: 1555

Olaus Magnus, Description of the Northern Peoples 1555 (151).


https://myndir.uvic.ca/OlaMag-HisDeGentSept-1555-151.html
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Stephanius, Notae uberiores 1645 (139)
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Odinn, Porr, and Frigg: 1675
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Olaus Rudbeck, Atland Eller Manheim 1675 (310)



https://myndir.uvic.ca/AtLnTc-1939-310-01.html
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Jules Raymond Lameé-Fleury, La Mythologie, racontee aux enfants 1891 [361]


https://myndir.uvic.ca/Myth-Racont-Enfant-1891-361-01.html

Icelandic Parchment Manuscript — DG11 — 1325:
“The Deluding of Gylfi”

Count Magnus Gabriel de la Gardie
donated the Codex Upsaliensis to
the Carolina Rediviva Library at the

Codex Upsaliensis circa 1325 (f.26v) University of Uppsala in 1662.



https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/PrE-DG11-CarRed-026v.jpg
https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/PrE-DG11-CarRed-026v.jpg
https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/PrE-DG11-CarRed-026v.jpg
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Jon Guomundsson — Marsh. 114 23v. - 1638

Oxford: Bodleian Library. Marshall 114.
1638. Hand copied paper manuscript.



https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/PrE-Marsh114-Bodley-023v.jpg
https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/PrE-Marsh114-Bodley-023v.jpg
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Olaus Verelius,
Gautreks saga 1664 [42a].

Thomas Bartholin,
Antiquitatum Danicarum 1689 (473)



https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/PrE-GothRolfWestReg-1664-DRL-043a-01.jpg
https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/PrE-AntiDani-DRL-1689-473-01.jpg
https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/PrE-GothRolfWestReg-1664-DRL-043a-01.jpg
https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/PrE-AntiDani-DRL-1689-473-01.jpg

Rudbeck: “The Deluding of Gvlfi” - 1675

Rudbeck, Olaus. Atland Eller
Manheim... Olaus Rudbecks
Atlantica: Svenska Originalteksten.
Edited by Axel Nelson, Pa Uppdrag
Av Liardomshistoriska Samfundet,
Utg. Av Axel Nelson. Uppsala:
Stockholm, Almqvist och Wiksell,
1939. 309.



https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/PrE-AtLnTc-1939-309-02.jpg
https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/PrE-AtLnTc-1939-309-02.jpg

Primary Sources

0dinn practicing seidr

Munthe, Gerhard. Odinn Practicing Seidr. From: Sturluson, Snorri.
Kongesagaer. Translated by Gustav Storm, Kristiania: J. M. Stenersen,
1899. 9. MyNDIR: My Norse Digital Image Repository. Ed. P. A. Baer.
2022. Edition 2.2b . Victoria, B. C.: Humanities Computing and Media
Centre, University of Victoria. 2022.

1. The Prose Edda (lceland: 1220)
2. Heimskringla (Iceland:
3. The Poetic Edda (Iceland: 1270) L

4, Danmarks krgnike (Denmark: c. 1300)

1230)
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0dinn shapeshifting

Munthe, Gerhard. O8inn Shape-shifting. From: Sturluson, Snorri.
Kongesagaer. Translated by Gustav Storm, Kristiania: J. M. Stenersen,
1899. 9. MyNDIR: My Norse Digital Image Repository. Ed. P. A. Baer.
2022. Edition 2.2b . Victoria, B. C.: Humanities Computing and Media
Centre, University of Victoria. 2022.


https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/Hms-SKng-1899-Oslo-Yngl-009-02-vgNet.jpg
https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/Hms-SKng-1899-Oslo-Yngl-009-01-vgNet.jpg

http://www.timelessmyths.com/n
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http://www.timelessmyths.com/norse/norsegodhouse/
http://www.timelessmyths.com/norse/norsegodhouse/

Details of Norse Mythology Preserved in the Primary SOUFCEeS (and available on Wikipedia)

V:T-E Old Norse religion and mythology [hide]
Mythological Norse people, items and places

Esir Almattki &ss - Baldr - Bragi - Dellingr - Forseti - Heimdall - Hermodr - H88r - Hoenir - itreksjod - Lodurr - Loki - Mani - Meili

- Mimir - Mé6i and Magni - Odin - O8r - Thor - Tyr - Ulir - Vali - Vidarr - Vili and Vé

Asvni Bil - Eir (valkyrie) - Frigg - Fulla - Gefjon - Gerdr - Gna - Hlin - [6unn - llmr - Irpa - Lofn - Nanna - Njérun - Ran - Rindr -

synjur
- Saga - Sif - Sigyn - Sjofn - Skadi - Snotra - Sol - Syn - borgerdr Holgabradr - bradr - Var - Vér

Vanir Freyja - Freyr (Ingunar-Freyr - Yngvi) - Gersemi - Gullveig * Hnoss - Kvasir = Njordr - Sister-wife of Njordr

Agir - Alvaldi - Angrboda - Aurboda - Baugi - Beli - Bergelmir - Bestla - Bdlporn - Byleistr - Eggpér - Farbauti - Fjblvar -
Fornjot - Gangr - Geirrédr - Gillingr = Gjalp and Greip - Gridr - Gunnléd - Gymir - Harégreipr - Helblindi - Helreginn - Hljod

Jotnar - Hraesvelgr - Hrimgerdr - Hrimgrimnir = Hrimnir = Hroér - Hrungnir - Hrymr - Hymir - Hyrrokkin - 18i - im - Jarnsaxa -
Laufey - Leikn - Litr - Logi - M&gprasir - Narfi - S6kkmimir = Surtr - Suttungr - bjazi - békk -+ brivaldi - bradgelmir - brymr -
Utgarda-Loki - Vafpradnir - Vali - Viéblindi - Vosud - Vérnir = Ymir

Deities, Alviss - Andvari - Austri, Vestri, Nordri and Sudri - Billingr - Brokkr - Dainn - Durinn - Darnir - Dvalinn - Eitri - Fafnir -

Dwarfs .
dwarfs, ]_otnar, Fjalar and Galar - Gandalf - Hreidmarr - Litr - Motsognir - Otr - Regin - Sons of |valdi
and other figures

List of figures in Germanic heroic legend - A-B-C - D-E - F-G - H-He - Hi-Hy - I-O - P-S - T-Y -
Heroes people, clan, and place names in Germanic heroic legend - named animals and plants -
named weapons, armour and treasures

Ask and Embla - Aubr - Aubumbla - Aurvandill - Beyla - Borr - Buri - Byggvir - Disir (Landdisir) - Dragons - Draugs -
Einherjar - Eldir - Elves (Dark elves (Ddkkalfar) - Light elves (Ljosalfar) - Black elves (Svartalfar)) - Fimafeng -

Fjalar (rooster) - Fenrir - Fjérgyn and Fjérgynn - Fylgja - Garmr - Gullinbursti - Hati Hrédvitnisson - Hel - Hildisvini - Hjuaki -
Horses of the &Esir (Arvakr and Alsviér - Blodughofi - Falhéfnir - Gisl - Gladr - Glaer - Glenr - Grani - Gullfaxi - Gulltoppr -
Gyllir - Hamskerpir and Gardérofa - Hofvarpnir - Skinfaxi and Hrimfaxi - Sleipnir - Svadilfari) - J6rd - J6rmungandr -

Lif and Lifthrasir - Loddfafnir - Mo6gudr - Nine Daughters of Z£gir and Ran - Nine Mothers of Heimdallr - Narfi/Nari -
Ni6hoggr - Norns - Personifications (Dagr - Elli - Nott - Sumarr and Vetr) - Skirnir - Skéll = Shield-maiden -

Tanngrisnir and Tanngnjostr - Troll + bjalfi and Rdskva + Vaettir (Landvaettir) - Valkyries - Vdlundr = Voror

Others

Underworld  Hel - Eljuénir - Gjallarbrd - Nastrénd - Niflhel - Nidafjéll

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norse mythology



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norse_mythology
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Oodinn + *Jorod
|

Porr

Porr defends the gods and mankind
by killing giants and giantessess.

Oodinn + *Rindr

|
Vali

Vali avenges the death of his
step-brother Baldr, i.e. kills
Hoor.

O0inn + *Gridr

|
Vioarr

Vidarr avenges the death
of O0inn, i.e. kills the wolf Fenrir
at the Battle of Ragnarok.



borr’s Family Tree

Porr + Sif + ?27?
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R 0 (S Loki' s Extended Family Tree %}%ﬁx

*Loki + Svaoilfari (the Giant's stallion)

Sleipnir (Odinn’s eight-legged stallion)

*Loki + *Angrboda

*Hel Jormundgandr/Midgardsormr *Fenrir
(Ruler of Hel) (Midgard Serpent) (Fenris Wolf)
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Reverand Canon Charles Kingsley (1819 — 1875)

“I say that the Church of England is wonderfully
and mysteriously fitted for the souls of a free Norse-
Saxon race; for men whose ancestors fought by the
side of Odin, over whom a descendant of Odin now

rules.”
Charles Kingsley: his letters and memories of his life



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Kingsley
https://archive.org/details/cu31924009137005

Annie Keary and Liza Keary ®

Annie Keary (1825-1879)

The Heroes of Asgard (1857 ed. - 1870 ed. - 1930 ed.)

Two British spinsters wrote The Heroes of Asgard... (1857)
First edition (1857) - pedagogical apparatus

Golden Age of Children’s Literature (1865-1926)

Parents' National Educational Union (PNEU) 1867

“The Parents' National Educational Union, founded in
Bradford, Yorkshire in 1887 as the Parent's Educational
Union, was an organisation providing resources and
support for teachers and homeschoolers in the United
Kingdom in accordance with the educational ideas of
Charlotte Mason”. Wikipedia



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parents%27_National_Educational_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parents%27_National_Educational_Union
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1KHdOSQ9YDyOoDg6ExVpS2V9qXAlh57wV/view

The Heroes of Asgard (1857) — Charles Altamont Doyle (1832 — 1893)

Skirnir


https://myndir.uvic.ca/HrsAsg-1857.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/HrsAsg-1857-031-01.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/HrsAsg-1857-150-01.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/HrsAsg-1857-194-01.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/HrsAsg-1857-270-01.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/HrsAsg-1857-074-01.html

Presentation and Posters: Charles Altamont Doyle (1832 — 1893)

Link

Under the Influence: Charles Altamont Doyle
and “The Fairy’s Whisper”

QA&QV8: Warsaw, Poland — September 20-22, 2023 Trish Baer - University of Victoria - Canada

The Demons are in the Details:
Charles Altamont Doyle
and
The Heroes of Asgard (1857)

The Strange Case of Charles Altamont Doyle and The Heroes of Asgard (1857)

JOTUNHEDS; W’"

ExhbitB: “The Publishers Cirauar (1857). 6
ExhibitA: Tt Page Exibi C: Monogram

Abstract Interactive Sources
Meditation, Self Portrait

Links List harles Altamont Doyle (1832-1893)
———— National Galleries Scotiand

Royal Albert Museum: “Miditaton, Se¥f Portai’

Blairerno House,
Retired due to a"home for
Civil Servant Married LMAM"’“ poor health. I
1849 1855 1857 1876

Late JBreaking (News: Charles Altamont Doyle, brother of Richard “Dicky” Doyle and
father of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, now identified as the illustrator of 7he Heroes of Asgard'!

“The fables of
children_ They have
occasional dialogue, lightening and relieving the narrative of giants’ wars and of

2 form adapted fo the

specimen of easyby

Review of The Heroes of Asgard. by Annie Keary. and Liza
Keary. The Athenaeum, 11 Apr. 1857: 470. Web. 27 July 2021.

[
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Link


https://myndir.uvic.ca/pdfs/DIS-PAB-Demons-Details-DHSI-2022.pdf
https://myndir.uvic.ca/pdfs/DIS-PAB-Doyle-Poster-DH+BH-Conf-2022.pdf
https://myndir.uvic.ca/pdfs/DIS-PAB-Doyle-Poster-DH+BH-Conf-2022.pdf
https://myndir.uvic.ca/pdfs/DIS-PAB-Demons-Details-DHSI-2022.pdf

The Heroes of Asgard: 1870 — Louis Huard (1814 — 1874)
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https://myndir.uvic.ca/HrsAsg-1908.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/KrY-HrsAsg-1908-01-FrtP.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/KrY-HrsAsg-1908-086-01.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/KrY-HrsAsg-1908-115-01.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/KrY-HrsAsg-1908-172-01.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/KrY-HrsAsg-1908-195-01.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/KrY-HrsAsg-1908-265-01.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/KrY-HrsAsg-1908-292-01.html

Presentations on Victorian Retellings Available
on MyNDIR’s Dissemination Page

=~

Reshaping the Shapeshifter: © in

Ooinn’s Victorian Makeover

Modifying Mjollnir:
The Consequences of Re-Imagining Old Norse Mythology

AASSC Conference 2022
Trish Baer - pabaer@uvic.ca

University of Victoria, B.C.

R e [ SSHRC=CRSH ETCL

Congress 2021: Association for the Advancement of Scandinavian Studies in Canada

| n k Trish Baer, Medieval Studies, University of Victoria, Victoria, B.C.


https://myndir.uvic.ca/dissemination.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/pdfs/DIS-PAB-Reshaping-the-Shapeshifter-AASSC-2022-Conf.pdf
https://myndir.uvic.ca/pdfs/DIS-PAB-Modifying-Mjollnir-AASSC-2021-Conf.pdf

Victorian and Edwardian Retellings* in MyNDIR (My Norse Digital Image
Repository)

Asgard Stories (24 illustrations)
Children's book by Mabel Cummings and Mary Foster published in 1901.

Children of Odin (16 illustrations)

Children's book by Ernest Edwin Speight published in 1901. The illustrations in MyNDIR are from the second edition that
was published in 1903. Disambiguation: This book should not be confused with The Children of Odin by Padriac Colum
published in 1920 that was illustrated by Willy Pogany.

Elder or Poetic Edda (34 illustrations)
A dual language edition of the Poetic Edda by Olive Bray with illustrations by W. G. Collingwood.

Heroes of Asgard (1857 ed.) (5 illustrations)
The first edition of The Heroes of Asgard by Annie Keary and her sister Eliza Keary was published in 1857 and was illustrated
by Charles Altamont Doyle.

Heroes of Asgard (1870 ed.) (7 illustrations)
The second illustrated edition of The Heroes of Asgard was published in 1870 and illustrated by Louis Huard. These images
are from the 1908 reprint.

* Heroes of Asgard (1930 ed.) (86 illustrations)
The third illustrated edition of The Heroes of Asgard was published in 1930 and was illustrated by C. E. Brock.



https://myndir.uvic.ca/AsgStr-1901.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/MHCmgs01.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/MHFstr01.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/ChnOdn-1903.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E._E._Speight
https://myndir.uvic.ca/EldEdd-1908.html
https://is.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_Bray
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._G._Collingwood
https://myndir.uvic.ca/HrsAsg-1857.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annie_Keary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annie_Keary#Eliza_Harriett_Keary_(1827%E2%80%931918)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Altamont_Doyle
https://myndir.uvic.ca/HrsAsg-1857.html
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q21555912
https://myndir.uvic.ca/HrsAsg-1930.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._E._Brock
https://myndir.uvic.ca/index.html

Heroes of the Norselands (9 illustrations)
The Heroes of the Norselands by Katherine F. Boult was illustrated by T. H. Robinson. The first edition was published

in 1901.

In the Days of Giants (7 illustrations)
Retelling of Norse Myth written by Abbie Farwell Brown and illustrated by Elmer Boyd Smith.

Norse Stories, Retold from the Eddas (11 illustrations)
The first edition of Norse Stories, Retold from the Eddas by Hamilton Wright Mabie was published in 1882 and
illustrated by George Hand Wright.

Wonderful Stories from Northern Lands (6 illustrations)
Julia Goddard's collection of retellings based on eddaic poems, sagas and ballads. It was illustrated by W. J. Weigand.

Also of interest:

Digital Victorian Periodical Database — Relevant images from this site are currently being added to MyNDIR.
For example: Poem: “The Dying Viking” Image: “The Dying Viking”

Trish Baer’s Needle Feltings based on images in MyNDIR



https://myndir.uvic.ca/HrsNrsLnds-1903.html
https://myndir.uvic.ca/KathBlt01.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Heath_Robinson
https://myndir.uvic.ca/DysGnts-1930.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbie_Farwell_Brown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elmer_Boyd_Smith
https://myndir.uvic.ca/NrsStr-1902.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamilton_Wright_Mabie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Hand_Wright
https://myndir.uvic.ca/WndStrsNrthLnds-1871.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julia_Goddard
https://dvpp.uvic.ca/
https://dvpp.uvic.ca/poems/onceaweek/1866/pom_13411_the_dying_viking.html
https://hcmc.uvic.ca/~myndir/images/fullsize/DVPP-OncWk-1866-13411-239.jpg
https://jenkins.hcmc.uvic.ca/job/MyNDIR/lastSuccessfulBuild/artifact/site/felted01.html

Consequences and Conclusions




Reviews: The Heroes of Asgard (1857)

""The fables of the Northern mythology are here reduced to a form adapted to the
Intelligence of children. They have been cleverly set to an accompaniment of
occasional dialogue, lightening and relieving the narrative of giants' wars and of
heroic prowess achieved by dwellers in the immortal city. The book is a good
specimen of learning made easy by being made pleasant."

Review of The Heroes of Asgard, by Annie Keary, and Eliza Keary. The Critic, 16
Mar. 1857: 130. Web July 27, 2021.

""The Scandinavian mythology converted into a tale told for the edification of
children, after the manner of books that have taught the Greek and Roman
mythology. But no genius can invest the gods of Asgard with the charms of the
gods of Olympus. They have none of the grace or dignity. But the authoress has

made the best of an unattractive theme."

Review of The Heroes of Asgard, by Annie Keary, and Eliza Keary. The
Athenaeum, 11 Apr. 1857: 470. Web. 27 July 2021.


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZI9VGePgkACXvvr-OYNKdI9gir2-7mN/view

Charlotte Mason
(1842-1923)

The longevity of The Heroes of Asgard was
assured in 1887 when Charlote Mason
(1842-1923) founded the Parents' National
Educational Union (PNEU) and included
the Keary sisters’ retelling of the Norse
myths in “an organized home-school
curriculum for families living abroad that
promised to solidify an English national
identity in their children” (Neiwe Savages
or Citizens? Children, Education, and the
British Empire, 1899-1950. 2009 Abstract).

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charlotte Mason.jpg



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charlotte_Mason.jpg
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You Need A Philosophy. The Charlotte Mason
Think Tank Can Help.

The Charlotte Mason

THINK,,, /

with Brandy Vencel

If you're going to take education seriously, it's not enough to have a stack of curriculum and a list of things to do. How do you know

you chose the right curriculum? How do you know that what is on your to-do list are things worth doing? And how do you know

AFTER

“EST. 2005
AFTER thoughts
Because all good
thoughts

First belong to God.”



https://afterthoughtsblog.net/thinktank/
https://afterthoughtsblog.net/thinktank/
https://afterthoughtsblog.net/thinktank/
https://afterthoughtsblog.net/thinktank/
https://afterthoughtsblog.net/thinktank/

5 Mythology Books for the Heathen Homeschooler — Juniper Pines

Guilt-free inclusive Charlotte Mason homeschooling

Mythology books — stories about our Gods

“Bringing our own religious beliefs into a Charlotte Mason education can present a
challenge, simply because there is no pre-made format for us to use. As Heathens
(Germanic Pagans) we are not “people of the book”, so while Charlotte Mason
used the Bible from the time the children first started “school”, we don’t have a
similar book to use”

The Heroes of Asgard by Kearny (sic) and Keary
“This is used in the PNEU programmes from the 1920s and 1930s. It is a wonderful

introduction to Norse/Germanic mythology written in a literary manner.”
https://www.juniperpines.com/



https://www.juniperpines.com/
https://www.juniperpines.com/5-mythology-books-heathen-homeschooler/
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| Lot e W Concluding Remarks

NORSE
- WARRIOR GODS

AaE REA?\’ R 2021 Charlotte Mason
Fe ‘ Homeschooling Summit Speakers

https://homeschoolboost.com » 2021-charlotte-

mason-h...

Rachel and her husband have always
homeschooled their two children using...the
Wildwood Curriculum, the Stonechats podcast,
and blogs at Juniper Pines.

0& - ) . WA ., B
Keary, Annie, Eliza Keary, and C E. Brock. Tales of the

Norse Warrior Gods: The Heroes of Asgard.
Newburyport: Dover Publications, 2012.
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https://homeschoolboost.com/2021-charlotte-mason-homeschooling-summit-speakers/
https://homeschoolboost.com/2021-charlotte-mason-homeschooling-summit-speakers/
https://homeschoolboost.com/2021-charlotte-mason-homeschooling-summit-speakers/

Jackson Crawford

Grapevine article: Reykjavik, Iceland — August 5, 2021

List of VVideos on Youtube

Jackson W. Crawford (born August
28, 1985) Is an American scholar,
translator and poet who specializes in
Old Norse. He previously taught at
University of Colorado, Boulder (2017-
2020), University of California,
Berkeley (2014-17) and University of
California, Los Angeles (2011-14).14
Crawford has a YouTube channel
focused on Old Norse language,
literature and mythology.

(Wikipedia)



https://grapevine.is/news/2021/08/05/old-norse-new-audience-dr-jackson-crawfords-curious-path-from-academia-to-youtube/
https://jacksonwcrawford.com/list-of-videos/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Norse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Colorado,_Boulder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California,_Berkeley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California,_Berkeley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California,_Los_Angeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California,_Los_Angeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackson_Crawford#cite_note-CU_Boulder-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YouTube
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Norse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norse_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackson_Crawford
https://grapevine.is/news/2021/08/05/old-norse-new-audience-dr-jackson-crawfords-curious-path-from-academia-to-youtube/
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