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English 520:  Representations of London in Early Modern English Literature
May-June 2011

Dr. Janelle Jenstad (please call me Janelle)
Office CLE C327; jenstad@uvic.ca; 250-721-7245.  I will try to answer emails within 24 hours, although family responsibilities mean that I cannot always answer emails in the evenings or on weekends.  I would prefer to discuss major problems or complex enquiries in person.

Office hours:  Formal office hours will be Wednesdays 10-12.  I am also happy to see you at other times by serendipity or appointment.  I am usually on campus (but not necessarily in my office) from 9 to 4:30 Monday to Friday.  If my door is open, you are welcome to ask me if I have time to see you; if I cannot see you immediately, we can take the opportunity to make an appointment.

Allergy Alert!  Please avoid wearing scent or scented products to class or to my office.  
 Course Description

London Studies is an important area of early modern studies, bridging the disciplines of literature, history, geography, and cartography. Early modern London -- the centre of English commerce, home to the first purpose-built playhouses in England, and a magnet for both the dispossessed and the upwardly mobile -- was the terminus of "all roads and many dreams" (Orlin, ed., Material London, ca. 1600). This course will consider the ways in which texts worked to create or resist a new identity for the growing city, to alienate or incorporate the new Londoners, to preserve or re-imagine medieval institutions, re-write rituals of inclusion and exclusion, and enforce or expand the city's literal and imaginative boundaries.

Taking our cue from A Survey of London, John Stow's historical walk through the streets of 1598 London, we will work with the long-view and bird's-eye-view maps of London to keep our focus on the imaginative force of urban topography in the means by which "London" and its citizens and denizens enacted civic subjectivity. Was London a place in the natural environment, a community of people, an overlapping array of institutions, or an aggregate of buildings and streets? How did Londoners understand the space in which they lived, worked, and played? We will read and apply historical background, theories of the everyday, the rhetoric of space, and recent developments in this new interdisciplinary field. Primary readings cover a variety of genres and forms by canonical and non-canonical authors.

One assignment will introduce students to the use of the Short Title Catalogue (1485-1640) and the Early English Books collection (microfilm or via Early English Books On-Line). Students will be given the opportunity to contribute to The Map of Early Modern London.

Assignments/Examinations (I will give you more details)
5%
Participation (including 2 responses and 2 sets of 2 questions).
15%
Street/site presentation and write-up (following the new [forthcoming] Contributors Guidelines and Submission Guide for MoEML).

15%
Transcription of, light annotation of, and introduction to an early text about London (1550-1640), with all sites identified by MoEML XML:id (don`t panic; you don’t have to do any encoding!).
15%
Research question and annotated bibliography for major paper/project (focus and scope to be determined in discussion with me).
50%
Major paper or project. 
Texts to Buy (in English section at Bookstore, shelved alphabetically by author)

Heywood, Thomas. The first and second parts of King Edward the fourth. Ed. Richard Rowland. Manchester: Manchester UP, 2009. Print. Revels Plays.

Shakespeare, William. King Richard III. Ed. James Siemon. London: A&C Black, 2009. Print. Arden Shakespeare, 3rd series.

Dekker, Thomas. The Shoemaker’s Holiday. Ed. Robert Smallwood and Stanley Wells. Manchester: Manchester UP, 1999. Print. Revels Plays.

Beaumont, Francis. The Knight of the Burning Pestle. Ed. Sheldon Zitner. Manchester: Manchester UP, 2004. Print. Revels Plays.

Jonson, Ben. Bartholomew Fair. Ed. Suzanne Gossett. Manchester: Manchester UP, 2000. Print. Revels Student Plays.
Recommended Purchases (in General Books at the Bookstore)

Graff, Gerald, and Cathy Birkenstein.  They Say, I Say:  The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing.  2nd ed.  New York:  Norton, 2010.  Print.

The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (7th ed.) and/or The Chicago Manual of Style.  All written assignments must conform to MLA or Chicago style (your choice, but MLA lends itself to quick mastery).

Other Required Reading
Readings are listed on the course webpages by class number.  Follow links to open-access resources, the library homepage, subscription databases, and files in MoEML’s document library.
Conduct and Rules of Engagement

Because graduate seminars are driven in part by student discussion, you will need to be well prepared for each class.  If medical or personal circumstances necessitate your absence, you must inform me of the situation as soon as possible; otherwise, attendance is required. Courtesy, common sense, and the joy of sharing ideas with other people will incline you, I hope, to listen attentively and respond respectfully to your peers.  The following statement was approved by the Senate for inclusion in all syllabi:  “The University of Victoria is committed to promoting, providing, and protecting a positive, supportive, and safe learning and working environment for all its members.”  Let us strive as a class community to realize this ideal in our interactions.

Policies and Penalties

· Late papers will be penalized at 1% per day and will receive minimal commentary.

· Unless there are extenuating circumstances (e.g., medical or family emergency), I will not normally grant extensions.  This policy helps you move through the graduate program in a timely fashion, ensures fairness to all students, and helps me manage my workload.

· Absences will negatively affect the participation component of the course grade.

· As you know, plagiarism is inimical to the academic enterprise.  If it were to happen at this level, the penalties enacted (once I’d recovered from shock and disappointment) would be severe, as dictated by the Policy on Academic Integrity (POAI) in the University Calendar (http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2010/GRAD/FARe/AcIn.html). 

Grading and Grade Conversions

In keeping with the departmental grade scale, interim number grades, if used, will be converted to final letter grades as follows: 

90-100 = A+

85-89 = A

80-84 = A-

75-79 = B+

70-74 = B

65-69 = B-

60-64 = C+

55-59 = C

50-54 = D

0-49 = F

Schedule
You’ll find the schedule of readings and discussion points on the course webpages (check your email!) with links to each of classes from that page.  Each class has primary readings, secondary critical readings, and other references.  Discussion questions and responses will pertain to the primary readings.  I’ve chosen the secondary readings to represent a cross-section of historical and literary-critical approaches to studying London.  You do NOT need to read the other references; I am merely acknowledging the sources that I am likely to call upon in my prolegomena and commentary for that class.  If I mention other sources during a class session, I will add them to the list after the class.
The term runs from 9 May to 24 June 2011, which gives us fourteen possible class meetings.  We will meet twelve times in seven weeks. 
Part 1:  Place and the Play of Genre

Class 1. Tuesday, 10 May.  Mapping London
Class 2. Thursday, 12 May.  Topography and Mythography; Conduit Culture
Class 3. Tuesday, 17 May.  The Historical and Spatial axes
Class 4. Thursday, 19 May.  The Res Publica; Worlds within Worlds
Class 5. Tuesday, 24 May.  Communitas and City Types

Class 6. Thursday, 26 May.  The Urbs and Suburbs

Class 7. Tuesday, 31 May.  New Arrivals; Heterotopian Spaces
Part II:  Plays and the Place of the Stage

Class 8. Thursday, 2 June.  Edward IV, Parts 1 and 2

---------. Tuesday, 7 June.  No class.  (Week of the Digital Humanities Summer Institute and THATCamp)
Class 9. Thursday, 9 June.  Richard III.

----------. Tuesday, 14 June.  No class.  (Convocation Week)
Class 10. Thursday, 16 June.  The Shoemaker’s Holiday

Class 11. Tuesday, 21 June.  The Knight of the Burning Pestle

Class 12. Thursday, 23 June.  Bartholomew Fair
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