
Research Guidelines, 3 of 3


Researching the Streets of Early Modern London

A Guide for Researchers working on The Map of Early Modern London
(Revised: 7 October 2008; 11 May 2011)

** DRAFT for English 520 **

If you come across other sources not noted here that you think we should be checking, please let me know so that I may assess their scholarly value.
Recommendations for students:  Keep good records.  Record your search terms/strings for any searches in electronic catalogues, databases, and reference tools.  Copy and paste any references and passages that look promising into a Word file.  Be sure to record citation information and/or source for all excerpts and references. 

You may find many references to your street/site from before 1550 and after 1640.  Some medieval history of the street is helpful, especially the history as it was known to early modern Londoners.  Be careful to distinguish what we know now about the early history of the street from what early modern Londoners understood about their city’s history.  Be sparing in your reports of the street or site’s history after 1640.  However, many users do like to know what now occupies the site or if the street still exists or has changed course.  
If your source is NOT on MoEML’s list of Sources already, please give me a full bibliographic citation in MoEML’s house style or in MLA 7th ed. style AND indicate where you found the source.
Step 1:  Basic Information from Reference Books (Print and Online)
Find the basic information on your street/site in the following sources:  
Harben, Henry.  A Dictionary of London.  London: Henry Jenkins, 1918. Print. Rpt. British History Online. http://www.british-history.ac.uk/source.aspx?pubid=3. Web. This free resource is organized alphabetically. One can also do keyword searches for words that occur within entries. In our citations, we give Harben’s name and the title of the entry in which we found the information.  xml:id = HARB1
Weinreb, Ben, Christopher Hibbert, Julia Keay, and John Keay. The London Encyclopaedia. 3rd ed. Photography by Matthew Weinreb. London: Macmillan, 2008.  Print.  This source offers helpful information about the history of the street both before and after the early modern period.  (The U.Vic. library has only the 1st edition [Reference DA677 L84].  Please come and borrow the 3rd edition from me for a few hours.  Be sure to cite from the 3rd edition in your written-version.)  xml:id = WEIN2
Ekwall, Eilert.  Street-Names of the City of London.  Oxford:  Clarendon, 1965.  Print.  Ekwall’s research covers the [Reference DA685 A1E39.]  xml:id = EKWA1 
Sugden, Edward H.  A Topographical Dictionary to the Works of Shakespeare and his Fellow Dramatists.  Manchester:  Manchester UP, 1925.  Print.  [The U.Vic. library has only a 1969 reprint:  Reference PR2892 S8.]  xml:id= SUGD1
Be cautious with the following sources:  

Bebbington, Gillian. London Street Names. London:  B.T. Batsford, 1972.  This volume is in our Reference Collection but it is largely derived from Ekwall with some embellishments that are not always accurate.  xml:id = BEBB1
Smith, Al.  Dictionary of City of London Street Names.  New York:  Arco, 1970.  This volume is in our Reference Collection, but Smith is not a trained historian and his book is really designed for a popular market.  xml:id = SMIT1
Step 2:  Electronic Repositories of Primany Historical Sources
Kingsford’s edition of Stow’s A Survey of London at http://www.british-history.ac.uk/source.aspx?pubid=593.  Stow’s A Survey is the most important primary source for the street/site essays.  Despite Stow’s nostalgia, his text is rich in names, history, and details; in addition, his text influenced what newcomers to London knew about the city.  xml:id = STOW1
Machyn, Henry.  A London Provisioner’s Chronicle, 1550-1563, by Henry Machyn: Manuscript, Transcription, and Modernization.  Ed. Richard W. Bailey, Marilyn Miller, and Colette Moore. Ann Arbor: U of Michigan P, 2006. http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/machyn/.  MoEML cites from this edition rather than Nichols’s nineteenth-century edition.  xml:id = MACH2
Step 3:  British History Online

http://www.british-history.ac.uk.   BHO is a massive repository of primary and secondary sources.  Use their search categories to refine the number of sources you search at one time.  While you are in BHO, you will always check Harben and Stow as a matter of course.  You’ll also want to check at least the following:  
The 33-volume Survey of London (not Stow’s):  http://www.british-history.ac.uk/source.aspx?pubid=754.  I have not assigned XML:ids to all of relevant volumes yet. 

Step 4:  Early English Books Online
EEBO is the most important literary source for the MoEML.  As an interdisciplinary site, the MoEML is interested in how a street is represented in the literature of EM London.  Find all references to the street or site in the Early English Books I collection (limit search to STC items or use date parameters).  If there isn’t a huge number of STC items, expand your search to Early English Books II (the Wing collection) by removing date parameters.  EEBO is a curiously structured database.  You will need to be very creative in your search terms.  Keep good records of what you tried.

Note that a search will turn up references that appear in the item record and references that appear in the full-text transcriptions.  We need to be aware that not all the texts listed in EEBO have been transcribed.  EEBO-TCP is working its way through the images in EEBO’s database.  You may well find an untranscribed item whose record suggests that the content will contain something relevant.  If you do, have a look at the page images and skim the text to see if there is indeed something in the text that ought to be taken into account.  Even if you do have a full text transcription from EEBO-TCP, you need to check the transcription against the page images.  Never quote from EEBO-TCP without  looking at the page images yourself.
 Step 5:  Online Bibliographies of Secondary Historical and Literary Critical Sources
Check the Royal Historical Society bibliography at http://www.rhs.ac.uk/bibl/, which incorporates the bibliography formerly known as London’s Past Online.
Check Historical Abstracts through the McPherson’s Library’s databases.

Check MLA International Bibliography.  This bibliography will yield few (if any) results, but we need to be exhaustive.
Step 6:  Library Catalogues
Check our own U.Vic. library catalogue.

Check the Guildhall Library and London Metropolitan Archives on-line catalogue at http://onlinecatalogue.cityoflondon.gov.uk/TalisPrism/.  (By this point, you should be starting to see duplication, now that you have searched numerous catalogues.)   The catalogue entries contain a lot of useful information, especially about manuscript sources.  You won’t be able to call up the manuscripts.  If you see printed critical monographs and articles (not rare books), we can order them through InterLibrary Loans if McPherson does not already have tehm.
Step 7:  Check Collage
Collage is the City of London’s image database at <http://collage.cityoflondon.gov.uk/collage/app>.  If something relevant turns up, put the stable URL to the image in your document.

Step 8:  Check OED and ODNB
Do a full-text search of the Oxford English Dictionary online; you need to go to the Advanced Search tab to do so.  You may turn up some interesting quotations but don’t be surprised if you find nothing.
Do a full-text search of the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography.  You may turn up details of people who lived/worked on the street/site you are researching.
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