BOARD OF ALDERMEN.

The Couneil Occupy Last Night’s
Meeting in  Discussing the
“ DBike.”

Ald, Partridee’s Bieyele By-Law
Undergoes a Number of Changes
in Committee.

To-day's big bicycle meet has evi-
dently infused the aldermanic mind with
enthusinsm, for at last night's council
meeting hardly  anything  else  than
bitvele tatk was indulged in. It was
:;\lnl‘ Partridge’s bicyele by-law which
"started a discussion that was kept up
till half past ten. After the scecond
reading of the by-law Ald. Partridge on
the motion to go into committee of the
whole, remarked that he had introduced
the h\ law at the request of a num-
ber of ratepayers. e had en some
trouble to sccure similar by-laws from
other cities to help him in drawing it
up, and his opinion was that some-
thing were not done to regulate bicycles,
the city would some day have to pay
heavy damages, owing to accidents, e
had consulted the bicvele elub and oth-
ers interested in the wheel und done his
best to bring in a measure -that would
be acceptable to everyone concerned,
He trusted, therefore, that the alder-
men  would not condemn b by-
law  budily, but  would discuss the
clauges one by one in committee.

' In committee Ald. Macmillan said
that one objection he had to the by-law
was that there was no protection in it to

»llw bicyele riders.  He noticed  that
many people who drove horses did not
seem to think the bicycler had any

irlﬂhl He thonght it hardly fair, too,

to Timit the speed to six miles when the
tram cars were allowed to goat ten miles
'an hour. If the provigion included every

!(:]zlss of wheeled vehicle he would not

;olvjeltt, but he would not make fish of vne
and fowl of another.

ALp. ParrripGe was not, he said, try-
ing to legislate against wheelmen but
was anxious to protect them and the
public as well.  There was already a by-
low governing hacks. Section 1 of the
proposed by law provided against bicy
sleg being ridden along  the streets or
public highways at a greater speed than
six miles an hour, and that every bicycle
must be provided with a bell.

ALp. Grover took (\\(]r(ll)ll to this
section because a gpeed of six  miles
was too slow. The Lell might be all
right, but he rode a machine himself
and had not had an occasion to use a
bell. He read a communication from
the Victoria Wheelmen’s Club, stating
that the by-law was unnccessary
ditliculty might be met by
by-law.  They further suggested that if
the bicyele by-law was passed the speed
should be put at ten mi n hour, as at
that speed the bicyele was better under
control than when going very slow.
They algo objected to the bell as more
liable to cause that prevent accidents.

ALp. Marcitant defended the section
it stood.  A¢ for speed, it was just as
' to ride even four miles an hour as
to ride six or cight. e would not ob-
jeet to aowhistle instead of a bell it that
wus thonght best.

e Mavor, in answer to a question,
stated that the municipal act only gave
the city the power to legislate for
bicyeles, but said nothing about tan-
dems or tricycles,

In that case, Ald. Glover was of
opinion that the by-law was unfair to
t he bieyele.

However, on motion of Ald, Marchant
the words in  the proposed by-law
“Dhicvele tandemn or other machine or
vehicle of a similar character” were
struck out, and the by-law limited to
bieycles only.

Arp, WinLiavs saw no objections to
raise the speed muLlnl miles an hour,
and incidentally remarked  that tl.(
streets were not in good enough condi-
tion to make riding pleasant anyway.

The speed was raised to eight miles by
a vote of four to three, and it was made
optional to use a \\hlﬁl]k' instead of a
bell.

Objection was  taken to scction 2,




