Carpenicer shon

A pile of dusty, red
bricks, chunks of
weathered cement
and heaps of splin-
tered, broken lumber,
scallered over the
terf-sealped side
grounds is all that is
left now of a vener-
able provincial gov-
ernment building
across from the Doug-
las Building on the

corner of Govern-
ment and  Superior
Streoets,

A large. buckeled
bulddozer roared In ane ot of a
caping hole in the side wall, tearing
vl the msides of what used to be
the o/d carpenter shop of the publie
work-
A victim of progress, this was
tne seeond time around for the
clder'v, out-dated building to re-

ceive ils demolition death sen
fenee.

BUILT IN the early years of
(800, It first came Into the public
cve when a young Englishman,
Thom as_Plimley, arrived in Vie-
toria, about then, and opened »
bicycle shop In pa~t of I,

The 1ame Plimley s alive and
Nourlshing loday, both in Victoria
and Vancouver, #s an automoblle
lirm specializing in import Eng-
lish car, since the year 1898,

Thowas Plimlcy, with his wife,
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originally intended to seltle in Win-
nipeg, bt be saw so much mud. and
felt so cold, that he pul his wife

right back on the train and contin-

ued west to Victoria,

There was a slight greena gro-
evr flavor about Tom Plimiey’s
first venture into the bicycle susi-
ness. His portner was a man named
Onilons.

Plimley was a very good ongl-
neer and mwechanie. e soon gra-
duated from bicycles -—= and Onions
— (0 amtormoblles. When he started
his sutomodlle agency, his lirsl ga-
rage and sales room was In the
now demolished carpenter shop on
the west sice of Government Street,
near the carner of Superior Street.
He opened shop in 1893,

FARSELING, and thinking
modern, Pimley realized the au
fomobile would eventually become
8 basie necossity in the newy way of
life. How true! s garage was the
first place in Victoria where auto
owners coud Ml up their gas tanks
frotn a pump. Those, too, were the
days when the speed limit in that
city was 10 miles an hour; In the
country, 25 miles aa hour.

In his dealership lines, Thomas
Plimley handled 11 different makes
of auwtos, ranging fromi P'ord, the
English Austin, through Dabaler,
Humber to the two-cylinder Bulck
and tiw luxury air-cooled ranklin.
Later, he sold the fiest Chrysler car
in Victoria,

In those ploneer days, when
cars, were first shipped to Canada
froa England, they arrived In
sturdy wooden crales, made of
tongue and ‘groove lumber. Réc-
ords show that at least one thrifty
person, oul Cordova Bay way, de.
cided this Jumber was too good to
wasle, Ile collected the erates from
Plimley's and bullt himself a
house.

It must have been a scarecrow
sight befoe recelving it's [inal

cool of paint. Signs on the cratled
sides were stencilled: “Store away
from bollevs.” “This end up,” and,
“Conslgned to Thomas Plimley.”

THEY WERE colorful and ex
citing times in the nfant days of
Victoria's avtomobile industrv, As
awell as awtomobiles, Plimely han
died gramophores and Harley Da
vidson motorbikes.

One time Plimley ook an order
for an En¢lish Aostin car for a
client, Frank Rattenbury the
wealthy architect who built the
British Columbia legislative build-
IngEs.

Rattenbury travelled to Eng
land, visited the Austin works, paid
for the car there, and left a com-
mission for Plim'ey. Financial
Limes were nol good for the Austin
firm Just then, so, initead of pass-
Ing the cash commission an o
Plimley, thev offered him shares in
the: motor company. Plimley took
them and, later, made enouch on
the sale of them 1) pay for a pair of
fine shot guns,

A STORY appeared in the Vie-
tlorla papers around 1908,  that
enzer, aml often, nefficient car
dovers would enquire from Plim.
ey the time and in what direction
he was tking his next Sunday
drive. Then they would leave an
hour or so earlier, and travel that
route.

If they got inlo driving or me-
chanical difficulties, they knew
that, sooner or later, kindly Plim-
ley would chug along, siop, and
stralghten things out for them,
Many were the lawe Sunday eve-
nings that Plimey would arrhve
home from his pleasure drive, co-
vered with mud and greose from
head o toe. He would just smile. It
a!l helped him to sell automoblles,

Plimley always took along a re-
lief driver on his Sunday Jaunts —

SUVETTINENRL, (s 1ong, sy vunaing by the corner ol Gsovernment ana Superior

ndmark disappears
under bulldozer’s crunch

his wife, It is believed she was the
Hirst woman to drive a car in Vi
toria. Dedicated to the new pas.
time, she used to practice man
oeuvring in the seclusion of the
Mimlev apple o-chard.

in 1907, the British Columbia
government, feling the need for
budding expansion, boucht out all
the property owners on the wesl
dde of Government Street and the
north side of Superior, between
rovernment and Menzies Streets.

They had decided to move away
or pull down, all the buildings. Thi.
tecision led to Plimley moving his
Plimley Automobile Company, In
corporated on O L. 21, 1907, 10 a new
vite on Johnson Strect, in 1910

RE-EVALUATING the situa
llon, government officials decided
(0 spare the sturdy, solid garagse
building with the pleasant display
windows looking out on to rovern
ment Street.

Instead of demolishing the build
ing, they turned it into a car
penter shop for public works. And.
thus, It has stood, vencrable but
useful, echoing the sounds of saw
ind hammer fo- the past 71 years,

I°s ignoble end came during
the weok of Augl. 26, 1974, when the
firm timbers snd st uselwl red
hricks, bil the dust as the roaring.
grinding bulldoser levelled the vet
cran.

There Is a saggestion the bleak
nrea will be smoothed over, black
lopped, marked with arca lines
and become a parking lot 1o ac
commodate the ever Increasing
numbers of automobiles sceking
space,

If so, It will bear out, and give

Jubstance to young Tom Plimley's

bellef, hack at the turn of the con.

lury, “the automobile will become

.:‘bulc necessity in the new way of
e.OO



