and provoked considerable discussior before
being ultimately tabled until Tuesday
night’s meoting. The majority of the
wheelmen 8o far consulted do not seem in-
clined to endoree it, belng opposed to side-
walk riding avenus an expedient, as well an
to uny proposition to impose nny epecial tox
on bicycler, while allowing other vehlcles
(which wear out thoroads us thosilent s'ecd
dorenot) to escape asgessment, The goneral
opinion smorg whre'mzn appears to bs that
cyolists shonld demand rideable city strests
—nothing more and nothing less, Here is
the draft of a potition to whica theiratten-
tion has beon invited. Cyoclists would o
well to read it carcfully before attendirg
the next club meetlng :

‘“We, the wheelmen of the city of Vic
toria, now forming a large and counstantly
growing bsdy in the commuuity, beg to re-
spectfully direct your attention to the
wretched condition of a majority of the city
streets, and to the fact thet they srecon-
stantly becoming less fit for ordinary traffic.
Ruts and rocke, broken glase, and uneven |
surface have made the streets In very many
eeotions of the city unfit for ordinary vehi-
calar traffic, the safety of any horse or car-
risge passing over them being actualy
endangered. This beirg the fact with
regard to wegons ond carriages, your
honorable bidy osenot fuil to recognizs the
lifficulties and dangers which for montne
past have been incidental to the uso of the
bicycle in this city, The msjority ef the
wheelmen of Victoria ute the bioyocle in
business as well as pleasure, and the con-
stant and unnecessary expense of repairing,
due entirely to the condition of the streets,
is, wo hold, a burden that should not longer
bs borne without emphatic protest. We
would respectfully ask your honorable body
to undertake without deluy the general im-
provement of Victoriu's streets. 1f, as we
aunticipate, civic funds will not permit of the
immediate oarrying to complotion of 8o ex-
tansive and important o work, kindly give
u3 something. Would it not be possible for
the city to provide improved rondways, eay
four feet wide, from Douglasstreet up Yates
or Fort to Ok Bayavenue ; on Government
or Douglas street to the city boundary, and
from Jumes Bay bridge to the outer whurf.
If your honorable body cannot aid us on the
lines proposed, which are based on the re-
cenb legislation of numerous Eastern citics,
as a last suggestion we would submit the
following : 'That bioyclists be allowed the
uce of the sidewalks outside the fire limits
under suitable regulations somewhab like
the following : That all wheels be liconsed,
tho license number to be conspicuously dis-
played in white characters at either side of
vhe machine’s head ; all wheels to be pro-
vided with bells or other alarm signals, and
to be provided with lanterns if ridden npon
the footpaths after nightfall ; all riders upon
the sidewalks to “ slow down” at leasv 30
feet before passing o pedestriun, to signal
thelr approach and to take the outside of
the walk in the event of their being room
for e saio passage; otherwise tho bicyclist
to immedlately dismount and ¢ lead” by
Signal to be given before approaching any
streot ¢oroer and specd to be decreased in
order to prevent ti e possibility of accident.”




