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• Iberian culture and some practices

• Introduction to Ilduro: discovery and past

excavations

• Ilduro Archaeological Project

• Objectives

• Results

• Conclusions

GOALS
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Indicetes
Ausetani

Laietani

Cessetani

Ilercavones

Sedetani

Ilergetes

Cerretani

4th-3rd century BCETHE IBERIANS (4TH-3RD C. BCE)

Edetani
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+ 10 ha

Smaller than 1 ha.

Usually 1-4 ha.

THE IBERIANS (4TH-3RD C. BCE)
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• Political center of the Iberian territory of the Laietani (NE Spain).

• Iberian oppidum occupied from the 6th c. B.C.E. to the first half of the 1st c.

B.C.E.

• A settlement with marked Italic architecture was built at the foot of the Iberian

oppidum during the second half of the 2nd c. B.C.E.

• Both, oppidum and settlement were abandoned in 90/80-70 B.C.E. once Iluro

(modern Mataró) was founded.

WHAT IS ILDURO/ILURO?
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WHAT IS ILDURO/ILURO?
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Late Republican settlement

Iberian oppidum

ILDURO
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EARLY EXCAVATIONS: BATH COMPLEX
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• This complex consisted of four main rooms: apodyterium,
tepidarium, caldarium and laconicum.

• Other rooms with a service function, or related to heating
the complex (furnaces, water storage, etc.), have also been
documented.



Baths of Valentia (Latin colony) (left) (Images from SIAM)

Baths of Cabrera de Mar (right)
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ARCHITECTURE: ILDURO VS VALENTIA



North Baths at Morgantina (left), baths of Cabrera de Mar (right)

Similar constructive and technological solutions?

ARCHITECTURE: ILDURO VS MORGANTINA
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EARLY EXCAVATIONS: THE CAN BENET DOMUS

• Six rooms are paved with opus signinum, that incorporate black
and white tiles as an ornament.

• The scale and complexity of the domus, as well as the materials
and techniques used in its construction, indicate once again
Italic influences.



Origin Fragments %

Italic 5,538 68.58

Punic (total) 1,939 24.01

Ebusan 708 8.77

North African 1,231 15.25

Other imported 598 7.41

Total 8,075 100.00

Imported amphorae in the Late Republican settlement during the 150-90/80 BC.

Most amphorae are coming from the area of Bay of Naples

(no. 1). Clay no.3 is almost certainly Campanian; Clay no.2

may be from the area of Minturnae.

Most usual clays in Cabrera de Mar

EARLY EXCAVATIONS: IMPORTED POTTERY, AMPHORAE
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• Black gloss pottery in Cabrera de Mar has similar forms and

typologies that the ones found in Valentia.

EARLY EXCAVATIONS: IMPORTED POTTERY, BLACK GLOSS
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IMPORTED POTTERY: BLACK GLOSS
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“…hay suficientes evidencias que permiten relacionar la construcción de este complejo urbanístico con la presencia

de gentes provenientes de la Península Itálica, algunas de origen campano. Por el contexto histórico, cabe suponer

que alguno de estos personajes, que debían sustentar la autoridad y la representación del poder romano, fueran altos

cargos funcionariales de la administración romana, con la misión de organizar y tutelar el proceso de romanización,

así como de administrar el territorio y fiscalizarlo.”

“…There are enough pieces of evidence to relate the construction of this urban complex with the presence of peoples

from the Italian Peninsula, some of whom originated in Campania. From the historical context, we can suppose that some

of these individuals, who had to sustain the authority and the representation of Roman power, held high positions within the

Roman administration and had as their mission oversight of the process of Romanization, as well as administrating and

taxing the territory.”

García et. al. (2000: 52).

CONCLUSION
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RomanIberian

3rd c. B.C.E. 1st c. B.C.E.

and more

• The encounter was understood in terms of a confrontation between social and cultural totalities (Iberian-Roman).

THE PROBLEM
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Household level

Site level

Regional

level

ILDURO ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT (2015-TO PRESENT)

• Understanding change that do not depend on abstractions like

Romanization.

• Document daily life that reflect social, economic and cultural

practices. See how things were made, used, exchanged and

consumed and see what patterns emerge.

• Interdisciplinary: combine epigraphy and numismatics, art and

architecture, history and archaeology.

• Diachronic analysis at different levels.

Daily Practice on the Edge of Empire: Recent Excavations at Roman Ilduro (Spain)

300 BCE

200 BCE

100 BCE

100 CE

200 CE



ILDURO ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT
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Excavated

Being excavated

Future excavations

Can Mateu

Ca l’Arnau

Can Rodon
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MintingARCHITECTURE AND POTTERY
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MintingARCHITECTURE & COINAGE
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COINAGE
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COINAGE: ILDURO VS VALENTIA

+ a hoard with 195 Roman denarii
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1. Rome 8 1 2 1 12 3.83.%

2. Carthage 1 1 0.32%

3. Gadir 1 1 2 0.64%

4. Ebusus 5 6 11 3.52%

5. Massalia 9 9 2.87%

6. Catalauni 1 1 0.32%

7. neronken 3 3 0.96%

8. baetarrae 2 2 0.64%

9. undikesken 7 1 8 2.56%

10. kese 22 8 8 1 39 12.46%

11. ildiŕda 1 4 2 1 8 2.56%

12. ildiŕgesken 13 9 22 7.03%

13. auśesken 32 2 34 10.86%

14. euśti 2 1 3 0.96%

15. ore 6 6 1.92%

16. laieśken 11 1 12 3.84%

17. ilduro 64 3 8 10 85 27.16%

18. lauro 8 3 11 3.52%

19. baitolo 6 1 1 8 2.56%

20. ieśo 1 1 0.32%

21. abaŕildur 1 1 0.32%

22. kelse 2 2 0.64%

23. sedeisken 1 1 0.32%

24. bolśken 4 6 1 11 3.52%

25. belikiom 1 1 0.32%

26. kaiskata 1 1 0.32%

27. k. Karbika 1 1 0.32%

28. segeiza 1 1 0.32%

29. arse /   

Saguntum
3 5 8 2.56%

30. Valentia 1 1 0.32%

31. ikalensken 2 2 0.64%

32. Castulo 1 1 0.32%

33. Corduba 1 1 0.32%

34. Carteia 1 1 0.32%

Andalusian 

imitative semis
1 1 0.32%

35. Dionysus 

/panther
1 1 0.32%

TOTALS 13 1 203 38 11 44 3 313

4.15% 0.32% 64.85%
12.14

%
3.51% 14.06% 0.96%



• Same metal, weight and size but:

• Valentia uses Latin, Ilduro Iberian script.

• Valentia uses Roman iconography (head of Roma right / a

cornucopia upon a thunderbolt). Inspired by the Roman denarius

of Q. Fabius Maximus (RRC 265/1).

• Valentia includes on the obverse of its coins the name of the

magistrates (T. Ahius & L. Trinius) Q(uaestores). Ilduro only

the name of the city.

MintingCOINAGE: ILDURO VS VALENTIA
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Late Republican 

settlement 

Iberian 

oppidum

LANGUAGE: INSCRIPTIONS
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Iberian 

oppidum

Late 

Republican 

settlement 



LANGUAGE: INSCRIPTIONS
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Iberian Latin Greek Indet. TOTAL

7 18 3? (1 sure) 6 34

Epigraphy in Valentia

Epigraphy in La Cabañeta



LANGUAGE: DIACHRONIC OVERVIEW
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DIET: DIACHRONIC OVERVIEW
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INTEGRATING DATA
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• Diet was changing prior Roman arrival.

• Different from site to site.

• Even from house to house?

• Ovicaprids dominate the pre-Roman period.

• Pig dominates only in 1st-2nd c. CE.

• Elite funerary practices were abandoned soon after

the Roman arrival.

• No data available 2nd-1st c. BC…



INTEGRATING DATA FROM ILDURO

Daily Practice on the Edge of Empire: Recent Excavations at Roman Ilduro (Spain)

• Architectural practice are diverse.

• Italic influences only after Roman conquest.

• Different degrees from site to site and house

to house.

• Language does not change with the Roman conquest

• Consistently used at the site and household

levels.

• Diversity at the regional level.

• Fully replaced by the 1st c. CE.



CONCLUSIONS
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• Archaeological evidence can be used as proxies to

reconstruct daily practices.

• Can help us to understand the complex processes

and dynamics of cultural, social and economic change.

• Change can take place at different levels/planes at

different times and according to different rhythms:

• Household.

• Neighborhood.

• Site.

• Region.

• Province.

• Labels such as Roman, Italic and Native do not let us

see how diverse and rich these sites are.

• We should see how things were made, used,

exchanged and consumed overtime and see what

patterns emerge.

• Interdisciplinary analysis is necessary: analyzing

change, identity and ethnicity based on a single (or a

few) archaeological indicators is extremely risky.


